
 
 

REMOTE Biology Syllabus 

Instructor: Tina Hinman (thinman@nthurston.k12.wa.us)    Office: Virtual Hours Only  
Office Hours: Daily from 1-2pm, or by appointment 
 
I check email several times throughout the day during the weekdays and occasionally on the weekends. 
Email me at the address above for the fastest response. I am also available by appointment outside of 
my office hours via google meet or email.  
 
Course Description: 
This is a NGSS aligned course that explains the major concepts, principles, and processes of biology.  It 
is designed to provide the necessary knowledge and skills that will enable students to apply scientific 
skills and processes for practical biology concepts.  Upon completion of this course, students will have 
explored the fundamentals of biology including cellular processes, evolution and ecology. 
 
Course Materials:  
Websites: We will be using CANVAS.  The instructional videos, assignments and projects are found in 
the CANVAS modules.  
Textbook: There is no textbook for the course.  
Materials: colored pencils, notebook (I like this kind), scissors, glue sticks, calculator 
*For Unit 2: Toothpicks (about 200), 2 pennies 
 In addition, if you wish to complete an optional lab during Unit 2 you will need: Split peas (1/2 cup) or 
strawberries(fresh or frozen, about 3), Salt, Liquid soap, meat tenderizer (about 1 tsp), Rubbing alcohol 
(about 2 Tablespoons)  
 
 *I have not planned Unit 3 as of yet, but will let you know as soon as I do, what, if any, supplies you will 

need for that unit. 
 

Technology Requirements and skills:  
1. You will need to have access to the internet to watch the videos and submit assignments.  
2. You need to be able to answer email, work on an online browser, post a comment in CANVAS, use a 

Google Doc and communicate with your group members in a timely manner.  If you don’t know how 
to do any of the above, please contact me and we can set up a google meet so I can show you how.  

3. For technical assistance call NTHS tech support at (360) 412-4503 or email at 
techop@nthurston.k12.wa.us  

 
Modules in Canvas:  
Every class day, we will be working in Canvas. As the class progresses, you will be working through 
modules. Each module contains various parts:  

1. Instructional videos or readings  
2. Assignments with due dates  
3. Sometimes, there will be a discussion post that you will need to contribute to 
4. Sometimes, there will be a group or individual project  
5. Each module will end with a quiz. 
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REMOTE Biology Syllabus 
Attendance Expectation:  
It is expected that you will be in class during the class time. Things will make more sense if you show up! 
However, if you are unable to be in class, you will have access to the pre-recorded lesson and 
assignment in canvas. If you need additional help, you can email me to get additional help during my 
office hours.  

Grade Distribution: 
Daily Work (labs/assignments) 45%       Projects/Assessments 40%      Quizzes 15%    
Grading Scale: 
A Grades B Grades C Grades D Grades Not Passing 
 B+ 87 - 89.99% C+  77 - 79.99% D+ 67 - 69.99% F 59.99% or less 
A 93 -100% B   83 - 86.99% C    73 - 76.99% D   60 - 66.99%  
A- 90 - 92.99% B-  80 - 82.99% C- 70-72.99%   

 
Late Policies and other information:  
Projects/Assessments (40%): 
Because of the collaborative work required for the projects, you will be asked to work with others on 
projects. For some projects, you will have the option to work in groups or work by yourself. If you choose 
to complete a project on your own, you will not get extra credit or extra time and you will be graded as 
though you were in a group. It is highly advisable that you work in groups for the group projects; they are 
challenging, have multiple parts, require extensive time and effort to complete. Your group may submit a 
late project up to 1 week past the due date for a 25% reduction in grade. No submissions will be 
accepted past 1 week. For every project there is a rubric in CANVAS that explains how it will be scored. 
Assessments may be given in addition to projects. 
Retakes on Projects/Assessments: students may choose to improve their grade on eligible 
projects/assessments by completing an remedy assignment per instructor discretion. In doing so, 
students may receive up to 50% of their missed points back. Students have 1 week to request a remedy 
assignment and the assignment must be submitted within 1 week after the instructor provides the 
remedy assignment.  

Daily Work (labs/assignments) (45%); 
Work done on assignments and labs have due dates in CANVAS. Ample time will be given to complete 
assignments.  The expectation is that you submit assignments by the due date that is shown in 
CANVAS. Assignments will only be accepted until the “available until” date. You may not resubmit 
graded assignments to improve your grade.  

Quizzes (15%): 
Quizzes will be available to take for 1 week. Each student will be provided with up to 2 attempts to 
complete the quiz and the score will be averaged.  No quizzes will be accepted after the due date. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct Policies:  
Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment, quiz, or project for all parties involved.  Cheating would 
include but is not limited to using someone else's work or plagiarizing.  I do not consider collaborating on 
assignments, labs or group activities cheating; just make sure you don’t have identical wording for your 
responses as doing so will result in both parties receiving a zero for the assignment. To avoid someone 

2 
 



 
 

REMOTE Biology Syllabus 
using your work and copying it (because you will also get a zero if they do) DO NOT SHARE your google 
docs with anyone!  

If you ever have questions, please let me know if you want to meet and I will send you an invitation, 
otherwise send me an email with your questions and I will answer as promptly as possible. 

 
 
 

3 
 


